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but was only acting in the interest of all countries having
commercial interests in Morocco.
He felt sure that he would have the support of a major-
ity of the Powers in such a conference. President Roose-
velt was sounded and was thought to favor it, as he had
always favored an "open door'7 policy throughout the
world.144 Billow hoped that Roosevelt's attitude would
have a favorable effect on England and strengthen the
influence of the London Times correspondent at Tangier,145
who had supported the German point of view. Austria and
Italy, he believed, could be counted on as allies. Russia
was too much absorbed by the defeats in Manchuria to
interpose objections. The Sultan of Morocco himself
grasped eagerly at the conference idea, when it was sug-
gested to him, as an easy way of avoiding a virtual French
protectorate. Prance, therefore, would be left in a minority
and would have to consent to see her secret agreements
with England and Spain replaced by an international settle-
ment. As the whole French Morocco policy had been
peculiarly the work of Delcasse, the thwarting of it by the
holding of an international conference would probably
render his position in France insecure, especially if Ger-
many firmly insisted on a conference. Meanwhile, Biilow
continued to maintain toward France his very disconcerting
attitude of sphinx-like and impassive silence, still ignoring
the Anglo-French Moroccan Agreement of 1904.14e
As Biilow had calculated, the French in general, and
Delcasse in particular, now became very uneasy. They felt
that they were being menaced by Germany, but did not
understand exactly what she wanted. Some suspected she
was looking for a pretext for war, which was certainly not
the case, as the recently published German documents
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